
103

Federal Communications Commission § 54.613

§ 54.609 Calculating support.

(a) Except with regard to services
provided under § 54.621 and subject to
the limitations set forth in this sub-
part, the amount of universal service
support for an eligible service provided
to a rural health care provider shall be
the difference, if any, between the
urban rate and the rural rate charged
for the service, as defined herein. In ad-
dition, all reasonable charges that are
incurred by taking such services, such
as state and federal taxes shall be eligi-
ble for universal service support.
Charges for termination liability, pen-
alty surcharges, and other charges not
included in the cost of taking such
service shall not be covered by the uni-
versal service support mechanisms.

(b) Except with regard to services
provided under § 54.621, a telecommuni-
cations carrier that provides tele-
communications service to a rural
health care provider participating in
an eligible health care consortium
must establish the applicable rural
rate for the health care provider’s por-
tion of the shared telecommunications
services, as well as the applicable
urban rate. Absent documentation jus-
tifying the amount of universal service
support requested for health care pro-
viders participating in a consortium,
the Rural Health Care Corporation
shall not allow telecommunications
carriers to offset, or receive reimburse-
ment for, the amount eligible for uni-
versal service support.

(c) The universal service support
mechanisms shall cover reduced rates
on intrastate telecommunications
services, as set forth in § 54.101(a), pro-
vided to rural health care providers as
well as interstate telecommunications
services.

[62 FR 32948, June 17, 1997, as amended at 62
FR 41305, Aug. 1, 1997; 63 FR 2131, Jan. 13,
1998]

§ 54.611 Distributing support.

(a) A telecommunications carrier
providing services eligible for support
under this subpart to eligible health
care providers shall treat the amount
eligible for support under this subpart
as an offset against the carrier’s uni-
versal service support obligation for

the year in which the costs for provid-
ing eligible services were incurred.

(b) If the total amount of support
owed to a carrier, as set forth in para-
graph (a) of this section, exceeds its
universal service obligation, calculated
on an annual basis, the carrier may re-
ceive a direct reimbursement in the
amount of the difference.

(c) Any reimbursement due a carrier
shall be made after the offset is cred-
ited against that carrier’s universal
service obligation.

(d) Any reimbursement due a carrier
shall be submitted to that carrier no
later than the end of the first quarter
of the calendar year following the year
in which the costs were incurred and
the offset against the carrier’s univer-
sal service obligation was applied.

§ 54.613 Limitations on supported
services for rural health care pro-
viders.

(a) Upon submitting a bona fide re-
quest to a telecommunications carrier,
each eligible rural health care provider
is entitled to receive the most cost-ef-
fective, commercially-available tele-
communications service using a band-
width capacity of 1.544 Mbps, at a rate
no higher than the highest urban rate,
as defined in this subpart, at a distance
not to exceed the distance between the
eligible health care provider’s site and
the farthest point from that site that
is on the jurisdictional boundary of the
nearest large city, as defined in
§ 54.605(c).

(b) The rural health care provider
may substitute any other service or
combination of services with trans-
mission capacities of less than 1.544
Mbps transmitted over the same or a
shorter distances, so long as the total
annual support amount for all such
services combined, calculated as pro-
vided in this subpart, does not exceed
what the support amount would have
been for the service described in para-
graph (a) of this section. If the rural
health care provider is located in an
area where a service using a bandwidth
capacity of 1.544 Mbps is not available,
then the total annual support amount
for that provider shall not exceed what
the support amount would have been
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